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- Epiſtle of St. Paul to the ROMANS, 
Chap. ii. Verſes 28, 29. 
is not a Few, which is one outwardly; 
either is that Circumciſion, which is out- 
vard in the Fleſh: But he is 4 Jem, 
phich is one inwardly ; and Circumciſion 
that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and 
in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of 
n, but of God. Px * 

” HE S E Words conclude the ſecond- 
Leſſon for this Morning's Service, 
and were — by the Apoſtle to 
convince the Jews of a dangerous 

Miſtake which they had enter - 

tain d concerning the Obſervation 
he Moſaical Law, and particularly the Rite of 
umciſion. They vainly imagin d, that no 
n could be accepted of God, unleſs he were 
er a natural Jew, and train d up in the Pro- 
on of the Law of Moſes; or became a Proſe- 
to their Religion: But that being a Jew, or a 
felyte, eſpecially ſuch a Proſelyte as ſubmitted 
rcumcifion, was abundantly ſufficient to recom- 

Ed A 2 mend 


that he 5 
vuing themſelves — 0 in the Si 1 X j 


I xdgment againſt an immoral Jew, and Wo 


be Unprofitableneſs of External, 


6 mend a Man to. the Divine 1 1 St. Pal 


| * e | gf the 
a 4 Tod it Being 

miteing to e tee and that a Jew, 

jecding the Goſpel, would be uncapable of thel 

vine As So \Nay. farther, that even be 

the 6015 publiſhes ** Bot. enough 
have — " cher tock of > We ck: to have he 

| ci cumciſed, an ee *. in, 2 2 of Mil 


unleſs they had 6d according with the rw 
L NL its mor 


_ _ andafter.all, r to h r his Fa 
._ kay ang: Mert of 3 ut througlil 
e race and Mercy. of God toward the 
K $5 1 Behold, fas he, thoy art called a) 

| and wr in the Law, and make i 

_ Boaſt of God, and knoweft his Will, &c. I. 

_ therefore: that teacheſt another, te, ache thou nit! 

' - ſelþe Thou that 2200 thy Bo of of, the 1 
4 through breaking-the Bum, diſh ſhonowreſt thou Ou 
Deer pen this he proceeds to ſhew, ü 

. = Ver. 13 Circumeiſion then onl fited wit 
5 "_ dh 


105 they kept the Law : And on the a 
trary,. that an uncircumciſed Perton, who k1 
the Righteouſnefs of the Law, particular 0 
who. from among the Gentiles embraced t 
_ Faith of:Chriſt; and was thereby brought 1. 
Chriſtian Temper. and Practice, would riſe up 
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2 N of ved, while ſuch a Jew vo 


we ene Neige 
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ri not 4 Jem, 
He is uot a Jew, 8 . chat | 
„He is not ſuch a Perfon' as God expects a 
ay ſhould.be, who is {9 only by his Deſcent from 
Ibraham,. and by his Profelling the Religion of 
10 Jews: Neither" is that Corcumciſion, which is 
tward inthe Fleſh ; that is, This is not the thing 
hich God principal deſigud by. Circumcifion 3 
is not that ſort 1 —— which he ex- 
efts, if it he no more than in the Fleſh ! Bur B 
e Jews which it ons inwardly ; The Man whom- 
dd approves, and of which. fort he deſign d the 
ews ſhould all have been, is he, who is of the 
Lemper and Spirit which the Law of God, par- 
N the Moral Part of it, requires him to 
de, one who inwardly believes in, reverences, 
and loves Almighty God: And Circumciſion is that 
F the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the Letter; 
1e Circumciſion ich God- and of 
which the other is but a Figure, is, when the” 
Heart is purified from all evil and corrupt Af. 
fectiom, when the Mind of the Man is renewed 
by the Grace and Spirit of God ; not when he 
ls ext circumciſed according to the Letter of 
Moſes's Laws whoſe Praiſe it not of Men, but of God. 
This 8 uſion to the Word Judah, from 
whence the Word Few is derived, which denotes 
Praiſe, according to that Expreſſion of Jacob in 
mY g his Sons, Fudah, thou art he 
hon 1} er ſhall Praiſe ; and Gen. ix. 8. 4 
the Apoſtle had faid, The 8 


it 


TYT 


Jew 


6 The Unprofableneſs of External, 

'  Tew whom God accepts, is one who doth nd 

only regommend himſelf to Men, by his out 
ward Profeſſion ; but to God, who ſeeth his Hear, 

by the inward Frame and Temper of his Mind; 

and will therefore have Praiſe of God, whatl WF: 

ever the Opinion of Men may be concerning i 


From the Words thus explain'd, I deduce thi f C 
Propofution, as the Subject of my farther Dil: 
courſe, namely, That the Principle of that N. 
ion which God approves, and which nil, 
thro bis Mercy in Feſus Chrift, render ay 
Man acceptable to him, ts in the Heart and Shi. 
rit 5 a Man, form d 5 there by the Gract 
of the Divine Spirit; and that without this, Gol 
will accept no Man, upon account of any er- 
ternal Priuileges, Advantages or Profeſſions what. 
geber. n 1 
I lay. down this Propoſition in theſe Gere: 
ral Terms ; becauſe, what the Apoſtle here ſpeaks 
of a Jew, may be with equal Truth pronounced 
of a Chriſtian; He is not a Chriſtian, which is 
ane outwardly ; neither is that Baptiſm, which is 
merely external : But he is a Chriſtian, who 5 
one inwardly ; and Baptiſm is that, not of Water 
only, but of Water and of the Spirit, according 
do the Declaration of St. Peter, Baj- 
I fet. ii. ar. tin doth now ſave us ; not the put- 
133 ting away the Filth of the Fleſh ; but 
the anſwer of a goo Conſcience towards God. 

And indeed, the Reaſon upon which the Apoſtle 
roceeds, and the Manner of his arguing with the 
ews, evidently ſhew his. Meaning to have been 

4 to 


* without Internal Religion. 
\ aſſert this as an undoubted Truth, That what- 
xx external Advantages or Privileges God had 
ſtowed, or ſhould from time to time confer - 
zon any one Nation, or any one Perſon more 
m another; or whatſoever Profeſſion fuch Na- 
n or Perſon ſhould make; yet ſtill that which 
nder d any Man capable of the Mercy and Favour 


ec and Spirit. 4 1 
In my farther proſecuting this Argument, I pro- 
the following Method. | 8 
Firſt, To enquire what that Principle within 
Man is, which renders him capable of God's 
N Dtance. | x | » 4 
Secondly, To confirm the Truth of the Pro- 
ſition, ſhewing, that this is primarily acceptable 
God; and that without it, all external Privi- 
5 A and Profeſſions avail nothing to this pur- 
INE EE ID | $3 
Thirdly, To ſhew what is the real Benefit of 
External Privileges, ſuch as being born a Jew, 
circumciſed, or any thing which anſwers to 
e among Chriſtians. © _ "LE 
Fourthly, To draw ſome Inferences, by way of 
plication. F 4 y I 5 
Firſt, Tam to enquire what the Principle with- 
a Man is, which renders him capable of God's 
2 oy Texrtby ining « ow i 
t is expreſs d in my Text, by being 2 Jew in- 
raly ; and by the Circumciſion 4 the Heart, 
the Spirit, and not in the Letter. A Jew was 
e who outwardly profeſs d to believe in the 
ie True God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth 
: j to 


God, is ſomething within him, rooted in his 


8 The Vapo firableneſs of External, 
-to' worſhip him of, 'ahd to be woven 
his Law. And am nw he was 
inwardly, : who had an internal Seu a 
ble to this external Profeſſivn ; one Who 
r Apprehenſions of the Divies Mai 
and ſuitable Ie Aﬀetions of Mind towards I 
one who worſhip'd\ him in Spirit and in Tix 
with all the Faculties of his Soul ; and one w 
had heartily devoted himſelf to nim, defiri 
above all things to know his Will, and being ful 
determin'd,” by his Aſſiſtance, to act actordia 
Circumciſion 5 the Fleſh was a Figure of th 
in the Heart; and what that is, we are inforn 
in diverſe Paſſages of holy Writ. Moſes, in 
anne to the People, à little before his Dea 
WIG thus addreſſes himſelf to them; N 
Hom. x. ia. Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy 0 
require of they, but to fear the I 
| thy God, 70 walk in all his W 8. and to love h 
5 and to ſerve the Lord thy.Go with all thy He 
and with all thy Soul ? adding a little after, ( 
. . +. | cumoiſe therefore the Foreskin of ee 
r. 16. Heart, and be 10 more ſtiſfnuct 
| And again, where he makes ment 
ben. xx. 6. of the Lord's circumciſing their Ht 
aud tbe Heart of their Seed; WF" 
explains himſelf by adding 26 love the Lord fu 
God with all thy Heart — with all thy & 

This it ſeems was the Cireumcifion of the Hal 
to be no move ftiff-necked,. but to fear, and k 
and ferve the Lord. with all the Powers of 
Soul. = like manner __ Paul, mm bu 
44311 7 
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fon; mentions the ines „ 

RY which he explains b the cal i 1c, 1l. 
f the Bod Body 5 Sins 7h 
ns at'their Baptiſm undertook 
a b their corrupt and vicious Incfi 9 
d Paſſions,” which he ſty les the Circumciſion a 
thout Hands ; not made in the Fleſh by 5 
nds of Men; but in the Soul, by the pera- 
0 of the divine Spitit. | 
nll For the ſetting this Matter i in a clear Light, it 
6 be obferv'd] That in this degenerate Eſtate 
Mankind, as we deſcend from the firſh Adam, 
have no other Natute or Principle in us but 
mit we derive from him, the Image of God, 

vbich he firſt formed Man, appears bo be great- 
defaced,” We are ſtrongly inclined to the ings 
denſe, and of this preſent Life; and we grow 
into an inordinate Eſteem of the Enjoyments of 
World, the Pleafures of Senſe, the Poſſeſſion, 
this World's Goods, the Grandeur of human. 
fe; theſe are the things which we are prone to 
ue, to defire and purſue, in the firſt and chief 
ce. Tis true, we have rational Souls within 
and the Faculties of theſe Souls, as we grow 
Years, are ſtill more and more excited: But 
r all, they are apt to be chiefly employed in 
ey ing for the Body, and the temporal Con- 
ments of this preſent State, until a more ſpiri- 
and divine Principle be awaken'd in us, eil 
gate be excited in dur Minds by the Divine Spi- 

W- Settle of Almighty” God, and of a future 
te of Life, infinitely more conſiderable than 
tin which we are at preſerit. 
B This 
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P 
Ihhis divine Principle being once thorowl 
waken d in us, we begin to form a different Juꝶ 
ment of things from what we had before ; Oy 
Reſolutions, ànd the very Inclinations of our Soub 
are changed; which will naturally have its Effe 
in a thorow Alteration of the whole Courſe « 
GERT”. D 
If we may expreſs this inward Principle, « 
whichlam ſpeaking, in one comprehenſive Worl 
it muſt be that by which our Apoſtle fr 


i 
16 
1. 


: | OL uenth err 
expreſſes it in this Epiſtle, namely F th, Hie 
deeclares in the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe, ta 
Abrabalt, the great Patriarch of the Jewiſh Nee 
tion, a e by Faith, and that his Faith 1 
imputed to him for Righteouſneſs ; and therefore ſſh 
propoſeth Abraham as the great Pattern to ir. 
who deſired to be accepted of God, whether then 
were Jews or Gent ile. u 
As to the Nature of this Faith of Abraban, wiſly 
Have a clear Account of it in the ſacred Writ 
It was ſuch a firm Belief in God, according ha 
the Revelation which God had made of him of 
to him, as included in it the moſt profound Rec vit 
rence of Soul towards that excellent Being; aM wc 
* abſolute 1 en of himſelf, and all that &. 
had, to the Divine Will ;; a ready Diſpoſition ii th 
Mind to obey the moſt aiffcult Commands; to tri 
ther with an entire Truſt and Confidence in tui Li 
God, whom he thus reverenced and obey'd; 
Faith, which, when God required it, made bl 
. cheerfully to forſake his Country and his Kind PI 
ſojourning for many Years in a ſtrange Land po 
nay, which made him undertake the diſk | 
| „ 1 64 
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ll © without Internal Religion. 1 T 
ax of offering up his Son, his beloved Son Iſaac 5 
1 a word, which enabled him, as the Scripture 
xpreſſeth it, to walk before God, and  ' 
0 — perfect, that is, upright in his Cen. avi. 1. 
dicht. | ; | 1 erty 
1 d by juſt ſuch a Faith as this, _— by De- 
cent became a Jew inwardly ; anda Chriſtian by 
Profeſſion becomes a Chriſtian inwardly z and all 
pious and good Men, both before and ſince Abra- 
ham, have by means of ſuch a Faith become ac- 
ceptable to God, through the Mediation of our 
Great Redeemer. This is that great Principle ſo 
heartily recommended by the Writer to the He- 
brews, and illuſtrated by ſo maß 
eminent Examples, throughout one hebr. xi. 
whole Chapter of that Epiſtle ; name- 1 
ly, a Believing and Hopeing in Almighty God, 
according to the Degree of Revelation which he 
hath made of himſelf to Men in the different Ages 
of the World, with a lively, ſtrong, active, and 
vigorous Faith; ſuch as, being grounded upon 
worthy Apprehenſions of God, and ſuitable Affe- 
tions towards him, renews the Image of God in 
the Soul of Man ; and ſuch as, whenever it 1s 
try'd, will be able to influence the Heart and 
Life of him who is endued with it. 


| I proceed to what I propoſed in the Second 
Place, namely, To confirm the Truth of the Pro- 
2 which 1 laid down, ſhewing, That this 
ward Principle is that which is primarily accept- 
able to God; inſomuoh that without it, all External 
Privileges and Profeſſions avail not hing to this 
„ Purpoſe. 


12 The Unprofughlene]s of External, 
Purpoſe. . Which will appear glearly evident, both 
from Scripture, and from the Reaſon of the Thing. 
St. Paul not only aſſerts it peremptorily in ny 
Text, but confirms it throughout the firſt part d 
this Epiſtle ; in oppoſition to the Jews, who vs 
lued themſelves ſo much, as being deſcended fron 
Abraham, to whom and to whole Seed the Pro- 
miſes were made; and as being entred into Cove- ſts 
nant with God by the Rite of Circumciſion. 
As to Circumciſion, the Apoſtle tells them, that 
it was appointed to Abraham Jong before the Lav Mer 
Rey of Moſes was given, and that only 
1,11. 28 3 Sign and Seal of the Rightem|: 
neſs of that Faith which be had whil 
he was uncircumciſed : So that it was his Faith 
' which render'd him acceptable to God, not his 
Circumciſion. And as for their. being deſcended 
from Abraham, he all along endeavours to male 
them ſenſible, that the true Seed of Abraham, chief 
9 intended in the Promiſe, were not they who 
pere hjs Seed after the Fleſb, but 2 | 

* rt, the Spirit; thoſe who were of the Faith 
15,66% of Abraham, and who walked in the 
Steps of that Faith, of whatſoever 
Stock or Lineage they might be, Abraham being 
the common Father of all who ſhould believe 2 
he did; which was ſo plain, that the Apoſtle 
dlaieclares to them, in the latter Part of 
# 35 35 3% his Diſcourſe on this Subject, That 
Od was about to caſt off - natural 
Seed of Abraham, the Jews, for their Unbelict, 
and to receive into Covenant. thoſe amongſt the 
Gentiles who ſhould embrace the Goſpel ; er 
| accord- 
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dingly came to paſs in the Age of the Apo 
— the Temple of God at Jeru ſalem — 
oyed by the Romans, all the Service of it 
ſhed, and the Gentiles became the People of 
in the Room of the Jews. 9 1 1 
to the Teſtimony of the Scriptures in this 
t, I ſhall only farther cite three remarkable 
ts of St. Paul, parallel one to the other, and 
ff them directly to the Purpoſe 


neu her Gilat. vi. 13. 


And once 
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Soul are grounded; and laſtly, the keeping 
Commandments of God, the Effect of both the 
ner, are mention'd as the Qualifications abſo- 
ly neceſſary both to Jew and Gentile, without 
inction, in order to Acceptance with God. 
\nd from the Reaſon of the Thing, the Matter 
evident, as from Scripture it ſelf, whether we 
ider the Nature of God, or of Man. God is 
ure and holy Spirit, and can take Pleaſure in 
other Worſhip and Service than what is pure 
ſpiritual. Man is an underſtanding and rea- 

| | ſionable 


ena * 2 Ned —'S —O— —— _ = * 


pPreſuppoſeth right Conceptions of him, and 


pe we are fallen ſhort of the Glory of God, he 110 


14 The Unprofitableneſs of External, 
ſonable Creature, made after the Image of Ol. 
and is no other Ways capable of his Favour, 
either by retaining or recovering the divine ln 
and an entire Refignation to the divine Will. 

firſt Principle of a religious Life, is, as I | 
already obſerved, a ſtedfaft Faith in God, ſud 


naturally produce a profound Devotion to! 
even a Reverence and Love which will be. 
Foundation of a ſincere and univerſal Obedia 
together with a perfect Truſt and Confidence Wis 
him. And whereſoever this Principle is ro 
in the Soul, as a Teſtimony of God's preſent WW" 
ceptance, ſuch a Soul will find Reſt to its ("" 
the Spirit of the Man being in that Frame 
Temper which is truly natural to it, will feelt 
Satisfaction from it; and God himſelf will! 
abroad a Senſe of his Love, in a Mind thus 
poſed, by the ſame Spirit by which this Tem 
is produced. 1 Do TT ETSY 
Il The great Deſign of God in framing ſuch ( 
tures as we are, was, That we might know, 
love, and ſerve our Maker in this State of 
Trial, and become capable of enjoy ing him int 
future State of Recompence: And foraſmuc 


appointed divers Means for our Recovery, af 
ing ſome Nations, and ſome particular Pee 
greater Plenty of theſe Means, more Advantd 
than to others, according to his good Pleaser 
all which are ſtill but Means to the End, and! 
ro other Ways render us acceptable to God, 


as we improve them to that Purpoſe. * 
| riſ 
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1 * Meese eee een 
me to the next Thing I. propoſed ; 
irdly, To fhew what is the real Benefit of any 
Advantages or Priviledges; ſuch as, for 
ance, being born a Jew, or being circumciſed, 


my Thing which anſwers to theſe amongſt Chri- 


his is the Meaning of St. Paul's Queſtion, 
ich he introduceth as an Objection made by the 
s againſt his Diſcourſe, in the ge-. 
ning of the next Chapter, What Rom. ii. 1,2- 
ntage then hath the Jew? Or I 
4 Profit is there of Cercumcifion ? To which 
immediately returns an Anſwer, which ſerves as 
tisfactory Account of the Matter before us; Much 
Way, ſays he, chiefly becauſe unto them were 
mtted the Oracles of God. And again, in another 
ce, teſtifying the Grief of his Soul for the Reje- = 
on of his Countrymen, the Jews, he thus enume- - 
es their Privileges; Who are Ill. 
lites; to whom pertaineth the Adop- Rom. it 4. 5. 
, andthe Glory, and the Covenants, 
d the giving of the Law, and the Service of God, 
the Promiſes; whoſe are the Fathers, and of 
Yom, as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, who ic 
er all, God bleſſed for ever. Amen. The Sum of 
ich is, That God had taken them for his pecu- 
People and Children, dwelling among them in 
e Glory which reſided in the Tabernacle, and 
che lemple , appointing his Service to be 
ere conſtantly perform'd; making a Covenant 
th them, and giving them viſible Signs = 
| that 


which, the Jews were, and we Chriſtians n 


— i n "x nal, 
| that Gevenght 5 . 2 Ferit 
them, of the Seed of Abrahom and David 
famous: and finally, giving then 
fagred. Word, the of the Old Ty 
ment, thoſe Divine Oracles, for their conf 
Direction and Guidance. Theſe were great Pr 

ledges, and ſpecial Adyantages ; and thoſe of 
ſtians are yet much greater, for the awake 

our Conſideration, the informing our Jude 1 
the exciting our Conſciences, the quickening( 

Hopes, and the eſtabliſhing our Minds. A | 
in former Times had, and eſpecially. a i 
fince the coming of our Saviour into the Wa 

hath, much the Advantage of the reſt of Manki 

to all theſe Purpoſes; for the Improvement 


are accountable, as for fo many proper Means a 
Helps-for the forming of the Divine Image in u 
for the —— 4 — a true Faith, ſuch as will "ag 
Love, and be made perfect in good Works ; 
which, if we make uſe of them and 3 
as we ought, will be effectual, throug b the Ble 
fung of God, towards attaining the End for whid 
they are defign'd.: As on the other hand, if ve 
deſpiſe or nee them, they will be only ſo mat 
4 of Impeachment againſt us at the l 
Day; and — of rendring us more acceptable 
to God, they will expoſe us to an higher Degree of 
his 5 But 1 haſten to what I propos ii 
in the laſt place, namely, To draw ſome Inferenca 
from what hath been faid, by: way af Apple 


„ | 
"5 abs fit 
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2 — RN Ar t my 
* Front ithe. Doctrine I hive Beem inſing 
may ibe'' clearly! dednced this plans and 
ol. ference, That true Religion har carb all 
and än alt Places, heen one and the Atte ; 
plows arid virtuous Men Rave. in eveyy Age, 
Nation, been accepred of God upbf 
lune. 3 1 mean! che inward Pribojpls'” 
z ſincere; Faith in God, and the Nefignatſen 
themſelves! to him, 2catkding to the various 
dyeries they have had of biy' Wily concerts" 
them. AT „eg Foy} H oat) o. 2 
t a certain and uten Mikel; ch 
ich St. Paten pronounc di im tlie Gee cn 5 
, and which it ſeems He did not uridetffahd;: : 
abe A of it by ia Viſio Wicht or 
felf- had feeh, and bo A parition ir öf an * 
gel ta tlax )devont: — chari ble Centurion. 
Words are theſes Of A truth i non 
cine that: God it lis ev of 1: ares. 
0ns'; but in every natid ihe that 0 rh {1 
eth him, and:\worketh righteouſneſs, ir achtet 
lin And as ſuch a Perſbn:is and dba Rath 
accepted of God ʒ· ſo 2 —— | 
rt id capable: of his Fare & eit. ei fn 
The Patriarchal, the Jewiffi and the Chriſtian 
ligion, tho [differing in cvemallExteindb Cir- 
uſtances, particularly in the degree uf 'Reyelas/ 
a made by God to Men; jet Hindriadn this, 
at nothing hath, render d any Mat acceptable to 
al under e either of them, but only that inrard 
inciple of Which have been ſpeaking, wich 
ewiſe ruderg all, cho arc endund with it ___ 
ble ta him. 7 
It is true, that 1 to dk Ged hath re- 
cad more lars of bis Will, are obliged to 
my extend 


an the Sony 
Ns the Works af Carer whd Fortin - 
| — 1.5 4 by the ſeveral Manifeſtations of himſelf bo d 
= n from Adam to Noa) 
to Abraham and to Moſes, He who was bon 
and bred under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, was obl 
8 the Rev God, and to worſhip him, accot 
i the 1 made of = | 


2 2 . | 
Aike 
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he Teenie Manifeſtations which de hat £ 
e of kimfalf to Men, as will renew d 
influence and govern: the Heart an 
and bring Men to an Obedience 
wp to the Will of God, as' far as it | 
xe known to them. — cannot contradit 
r vary from himſelf; and therefore, althoug 
* wiſe Reaſons he hath thought: — reveal hin wh 

__ felf tothe World, by degrees, at uf 
i. dry times, and in Averſe namen n,, 
yet the fundamental Principles of thi 
— Religion 


mee Internal Regia. 
Wet 
1 — ys will be, unalterably the ſame. 
Srondb, Wa may therefore hence learn, who | | 
n are obliged to extend 
x Chriſtian Charity, as to our B WIR 


When St, Paul in the Place a 
; ext, which I mention d -before, had 
Wat in Chriſt Jeſus neither Circumei- | 
availed any thing, nor Uncircum- Oo . | 
LESS ants 
ation of t t inwar | 
p 1 he immediately adds, 
„nas walk according to this Rule, Peace 
m them, and 2 and upon the Iſrael, God. 
oſe then who walk according to this Rule, are 
true Iſrael God. N indeed other · 
judge of the inward Diſpoſitions and Tem- 
« ken thes i» they. er them in their 
I erſations. If therefore we behold Men living 
iner, Righteous, and Godly Lives 3 if we know 
m to be careful in the Obſervance of the 
ral Precepts of our boly Religion, and at the 
in + time ſerious and devout Worſhippers of the 
a God, 'through the Mediation of his San Jeſus 
Fit; in a word, if their Tempers and their by 
ere truly Chriſtian; Sv 1 
1. den Baud 


J that in ſome Inſtances of 
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is truly Chriſtian Temper, if once it could 
C 2 prevail 


10 The:rOpprofutablentſi f viternal, 
prerkil in the Chriſtian World, would by degrtt 
reſtore the Church vf Chriſt, which avs deſign 
to be one Body to its Primitive Umbn and Ine 
zug and would ſoon put an end to thoſe unhy 
5 py wiſfions and Contentions which have been u 
long a Scandal to the Reformed Churches then 
ſelves, and have toq frequently expoſed them 
the: Meſigns and Contrivances of their ſubtil a 
reſtleſs Adverſaries oß the Church of Rome. 
+ Thitdly, We are farther, inſtructed from f 
Doctrine, to de exceedingly - thankful. to 
mighuy: God, who hath àfforded 20 ls Chriſti 
gteater/ Spiritual Pribileges and Advantages, th 
' w: hy, others. He hath not left us to the me 
Light» bf Nature aud Reaſon, which how lit 
it is impiovell in the Gentile World is too evide 
Hel hath hot leſtus to/thoſe Traditions wherd 
the Patriarchs were ſihſtructed; which, confi 
ring the length of thair Lives in the early Ages 
the Woild, could rranſmit a much clearer a 
more certain Ligkt, than Tradition in our A 
could poſſibly do. We are: not leſt to the imp 
tet Revelation of Moſes, which; compar'd v 
that vf Chxiſt, was but a Shadow, or às it were 
glinimering of Liglit : No, but we enjoy the Ly 
_—_ . tet glorivus 
—_—* 


G opel ot bur Saviour, even as 
Pal expreſſes it; the' Light of ! 
2 Corrie. Mnowleuge of the Glory of God, in 
Af! 45671 FO Irs y rſt, {3 ho came ted 
covet tlie Will of God dleatl and fully to us 
to lafford us all the Inſtriction, Enpouragenu 
and Aſliſtance which we can reaſohably deſire. W © 
add the Iſraolitet che Augption ? it was but 
2 Children uiider Age: But we U 
Ati: . aſtians have He Adbpmdn of Sons, oro 
TIRES WS, : | 
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ee of God war! made N and aud in 
tha 1 human Body, a8 in 4 »Tubernacle I yy I 
1 ty ___ full of Grace and Truth', John i. 14. 
bed his Glory appear d as the Gyůf | | 


e Only-begotten of the Farber. And though we 
jar ſelves did not behold him; yet we reaſonably | 
elieve in him, upon the ſure Teſtimony of thoſe who 
rere-Eye-witnefſes of his Majeſty and Glory. Had 
hey the Covenants, one made with Abraham," and 
the other by the Miniſtry of Moſes? We have the 
v Covenant, made with the true Sced of Abraham, 
N the Son of God himſelf appearing in human 
ature. Had they the giving of the Law ? We, 
of the Goſpel, Had they the Service of God, ap- 
pointed by the Law, a ritual, ceremonial, and there- 
fore a burdenſome Service > We have a more per- 
ed, Spiritual Service, à Service more agreeable 
and delightful to a reaſonable Mind, appointed by 
the Goſpel,” Had they the Promiſes of a Meſſiah to 
come? We know that he is long ſince come, and 
hath given us great and precious Promiſes to be fulfil- 
led to all his Diſciples, in part in this'Life, but 
more fully in the Life to come. Finally; Were the 
Oracles of God committed tothem? To us Chriſtians 
much more; namely, not only thoſe. given out 
Moſes and the Prophets; but theſe with the Addi- 
tion of the Words of our Lord, of his Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles. All which Conſiderations ought to 
excite our Gratitude, to ſtrengthen our Faith, to 
confirm our Hope, and to quicken our Obedience. 
1 Fourthly, It 1s farther a proper Inſtruction from 
this Doctrine, that we take Care not to value or 
ol boaſt of any of theſe Privileges, ſo as to rely 
1 upon 
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of their different Profeſſions? Behold / thou art cal 
lad a Chriſtian, and refeft in the Profeſſion of the 


of God, and \ 
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fame Error for which . Pat 


Chriſtian Faith; hu a 
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the Things that are more excellent, berg 


of cle G ang art con Rk = 
Arctar and Teacher of others; which haſt the Form of 
| — and of the Trath in the Religion of the 

Gol pel: Thou theref, ore which 7 andt ber, teach- 
has that ſayeh, 
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3 54> > a y, and gadly; . 5 
thy ſelf, in any Pra „ Fa 
_ Randing Rule of thy Religion? rod previ ert 


| Jaols, and haſt renounced all Idolatry as a Work 
of the Devil, dot then live in the Negled'of the | 
true God, and of his Son Jeſus Chrift > Doſt thou i 
| farbear to worſhip and ſerve him, to the 
Inſfitution of his Son from Heaven? Thou that 
make thy * . the 2 1 thy F 
its and thy hs 

| deemer? A OS all this ety or | 
| farjly be, that — enjoys the Privileges and N., 
_ res which Chriſtians have, and yet doth 


not 


withour Internal Religion. | 
nr and Life of a n 
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when every Man ſhall be judged ac- 
Works, Tann a due Revo Tail to, 3 
| ages afforded him for his Direction and 
tance thereth,  inflead of receiving the Re- 
when dene a . 
th Hy and Unbelievers. 3 
bor 5 a d Wiki RON | 
e ought to take m this tins al 
1 Veo negle& any of the Inſtitutions of - 
gion, under the Prerence er thir being Euer 
This is the Error that ſome vain and" eons + 
ited Enthufiafts have fallen into, imagining, ” 
at becauſe true Reli dan l pant, in the Heat 
d in the Spirit thereſbre thoſe who Ewe ct | 
what is Internal, are above the need or uſe of 
hat is Exterrial. But ſhould confider, that 
ircumcifion the Jews, and the Feaſt of 
© Paſſover, were both of them External Inſtitu 
: yet in ker The them God thought 
to annex that ſevere Threatning, a . 


nl Feen as we 73 15 
1 not only Signs of ſomething In 
and Spiritual Kim alſo Pledges to afſure us 
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n God atte 
" Loflh, ,, The l n 
to excite us all to — after that inward 
ONE, which will conſtitute us Chriſtians i 
ehe well as openly, that Circumci on, hig 
# of the Heart, in the Spirit, not in the Letter, | 
we are W s, we muſt crucify the Ele, wi 
Gi awoi 1 "the 4 7 — r If we hay 
Eph. ,, [cm Conf: if ſo be we have hear 
e m, and have been taught hy him, 4 
the, Truth. is 15 1 e , We muſt put off the old is 
which as;corrupt, according to the deceitful Luſts; au 
be. 1 of the Spirit of our Mind Tulfes on a 
| new, 4 2 which a eB rs created Right 
and true Holineſs ; and being ontbcey to thy 
| | 3 Nec: 
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. 5 hays that he might ſer us a Patten 
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